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09/711,578 



Applicant(s) 



Nora Femenia et al 



Examiner 



Pierre E. Elisca 



Art Unit 
3621 




— The MAILING DA TE of this communhation appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisbns of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply ^>sciftsd above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to beconrte ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on ////i^/^dP 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b)5<l This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Clainns 

4) K Claim(s) 7-20 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)0 Claim(s) 



6)121 Claim(s) /-IQ 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)n Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawingis) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)U Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notico of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interviews Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

21 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Irtformal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

^3) □ Infonrwtion Disctosure Statenwm(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(8). 6) □ Other: 
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Examiner Pierre Eddy Elisca 
United States Department of Commerce 
Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C 20231 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office action is in response to Application No. 09/71 1,578, filed on 1 1/13/2000. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled 
the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention thereof by the 
applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by Tavor et al. 
(U.S. Pat. No. 6,553,347). 
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As per claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 10-12, 15, and 20 Tavor discloses a method for conducting one to one 
commercial negotiations (negotiation or managing a dispute) through an electronic medium such as 
the Internet, comprising: 

automatically receiving information relating to the dispute from one of an initiator and a respondent 
(initiator and a respondent or user and vendor) see., abstract, col 4, lines 20-41, specifically wherein 
it is stated that the negotiation process features one or more exchanges between the user and the 
system, including discounts given by the system and responses to the price offers of the user; and 
iteratively providing portions of the information to the other of the initiator and the respondent in 
accordance with predetermined criteria (see,, abstract, col 4, lines 20-41, specifically wherein it is 
stated that the system offers the product for a specific price, a price that may be optionally decreased 
as negotiation continues, please note that the specific price is interpreted as the portion of the 
information, and the predetermined criteria is interpreted as the user willingness to pay for the 
product). 

As per claims 3, 13, and 16 Tavor discloses the claimed method wherein the received information 
includes at least one factor and an evaluation of the desirability or cost of the factor (see., 2, lines 56- 



61). 
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As per claims 4, and 14 Tavor discloses the claimed method wherein the at least one factor includes 
at least two of historical harm, future harm, an incentive, a punishment, a request, an offer, and a 
desired outcome (see., col 2, lines 31-41, lines 56-61). 

As per claims 7, 8, 9, and 17-19 Tavor discloses the claimed method of automatically proposing an 
agreement to resolve the dispute (or negotiation) based on the received information (see., col 12, lines 
13-28). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed to Pierre 
Eddy Elisca at (703) 305-3987. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday to Friday from 
6:30AM. to 5:00PM. 

If any attempt to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
James Trammell can be reached on (703) 305-9768. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
The Official Fax Number For TC-3600 is: 
(703) 305-7687 
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'Tierre Eddy Elisca 
Patent Examiner 
September 02, 2003 



